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A lifelong love of music began with the 
chime of a doorbell. 
 
At age five, Jennifer (HyeJung) Jun reached 
out to her uncle’s door and rang the bell. 
Beethoven’s Für Elise signaled her arrival at 
the house—and Jennifer’s entrance into a 
world of music.  
 
When she returned home later that day, 
HyeJung, who prefers to be called by her 
American name of Jennifer, sat down at the 
piano—and without ever having had a les-
son or instruction of any kind—played the 
popular melody by ear. That’s when her 
mother knew her daughter had a gift. Piano 
and voice lessons began.  
 
Jennifer has pursued music with passion, 
earning a bachelor’s degree in voice  

performance and master’s degree in choral conducting in Seoul, South Korea, before coming to 
the United States to earn a second master’s degree in choral conducting from Emory University 
in Atlanta, Georgia. She is now a first-year doctoral student in choral conducting at the College  
Conservatory of Music (CCM) at the University of Cincinnati.  
 
Jennifer began her ministry with St. Andrew’s as the director of music in August.  
 
For Jennifer, conducting is an opportunity to build upon and transform her skills and talent.  
 
“People become the instruments,” she said. “I study and analyze the music, and I spend time 
connecting with a composer. Then I try to convey everything I felt and everything I learned, to 
share these musical ideals, with people. This process is such amazing, special work.” 
 
While Jennifer conducts choirs of all kinds, church choirs hold a special place in her heart. 
 
“Praising God with music is one of the best ways to offer our gifts to God,” she said. “By singing 
together in a choir we can make music even more beautiful and by sharing this beautiful music 
with the congregation, we can bring the service to the place where music touches spirit.” 
 
The volunteer choir members at St. Andrew’s “sing because they want to,” she said. They are 
not trying to present their voices as professional singers or participate for class credit or a  
paycheck. “These are people who want to spend their precious time to sing to God, to praise the 
Lord. That makes real joy, that is what makes beautiful, amazing music.” 
 
 

(Continued on page 3) 

An Interview with Our new Music Director...by Richelle Thompson 
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Going On’s Around St. Andrew’s 
 

 
Organist: We welcome Yuan Zhuang to the St. Andrews family as our new Organist. Yuan will begin on September 16. Yuan began her sec-

ond year in the Doctoral Program at UC’s College Conservatory of Music this month.  A Chinese native, Yuan has lived in the US for nearly 
eight years, and studied and lived in Boston, MA, before coming to Cincinnati.  Look for an interview with her in the November issue of the 
NET.  Many thanks to  each of the members of the search Committee; Keith Hahn, Nancy Pogue, Jennifer Davidson, and Betsi Brockmeier, 
under the leadership of Fr. Jeff, for their hard work.  

We thank Alice Edwards, who has filled the role of Interim Organist since May of this year. She and her husband will now have time to 
spend at their home in Arizona. Join us this Sunday, September 23, as we say good-bye to Alice. 
 
Membership Development Commission:  The Membership Development Committee continues to work on the new nametags. They have 
been ordered and delivery is expected in September. Our capability to stream videos, with archiving, has been up and running since Au-

gust. We have received many positive comments from those who have used it and enjoyed it. It can be accessed through the St Andrew’s 
website. Consider using this on your out-of-town journeys. We have implemented our program for welcoming visitors. Parishioners, by 
volunteering through the  link in the e-Bulletin, are      welcoming people at the 10 o’clock service. Additional volunteers are always wel-
come. For questions about what is involved, you can ask Rick Brockmeier, Jerry Kohls, or Sandy Hoover.  
 

Buildings & Grounds: The Vestry continues the patient monitoring of the parking lot situation. A letter has been written to the Mayor for 
assistance. The process has stalled with the City as we try to work out how we can protect ourselves from liability that the City may impose 
for our purported use of the “paper alley”. While we are attempting to resolve this LONG delay, the parking lot committee is reviewing all 
options, even some which not have not been considered and investigated. The feasibility of moving the sidewalk on Ft. Thomas Avenue 
back from the current curb about 6’  and reconfiguring to allow for diagonal parking continues to be analyzed. 

 
Capital Campaign: The process of identifying and prioritizing needs has continued. The first step, discernment of our long-range needs, 
costs, and priorities is underway. These include (a) construction, renovation, or expansion; (b) programing and outreach needs; © endow-
ment considerations; and (d) debt retirement. The Discernment Committee, chaired by Doug Smith, has been meeting through the summer 
to seek answers to questions in a deliberate format.  This process has been led by our ECF consultant. The Discernment Committee has 

concluded the task of seeking everyone’s input and will be reviewing and prioritizing the ideas and data, assisted by our consultant. 
  
Ministries:  As we all know, St. Andrews enjoys multiple forms of ministries to further God’s Kingdom and show our Christian commit-
ment.  Most of us are involved in one or more of these ministries. Our annual contributions support those ministries, without which some 
would not or could not exist. From Sunday School, to outreach, from music to ushers, from ECW to Cathedral  Domain, most us find great 
joy and satisfaction in ministry participation. Beginning in September, and continuing once each month, representatives from each minis-
try will be providing a brief presentation about their ministry during the Sunday Services. Information about the ministry will also be 
available in the narthex before and after each service.   
 
Café Domain:  Our next Café Domain breakfast is scheduled for Sunday September  30th.  Come enjoy breakfast and support the Cathedral 
Domain. 
 
Christain Education:  All Sunday programs, including  Wee Worship,  Church School and the Adult Class began September 9th.   
If you have questions about our Sunday programs, contact Gail Pennington “gailspennington@yahoo.com”  

St. Francis Day  
Blessing of the Animals 
Sunday October 7th, 5pm 

 
Near the Ft. Thomas Avenue  
entrance 
 
Open to the entire community 
 
Bring your pet, stuff animal or picture of your pet 
and help us give thanks to God for all that animals 
have done to bring joy into our lives. 

St. Andrew’s 
members 
compete in 
recent Cross 
Country Meet 
as part of the 
Highland’s 
team. From 
left, Vestry 
member  
Kelsey Hoover, 
Averill Hoover 
and  
Will DeSola 
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Family Promise 
The next rotation for Family Promise is Tuesday October 9, 2018 at the Presbyterian Church   

 
We need a van driver, two overnight hosts, two dinner hosts and the main course for dinner.  

Contact Charlene Rasche 513-304-6510 or Kevin Shoup at 859-630-7384 for further information.  
 

Upcoming Family Promise Fund Raising Events 
September 30th-Nashville at the Barn, Plum Creek Christian Church, Alexandria.  

Art, music, food. Adult  tickets, $15; Children 4 to 12-$8  
 

October 5th-Golf Outing at NKY Golf Club, Butler  KY 
Outing begins at 8:00am. Call 859-360-0905 to register.  

 

Upcoming ECW Meetings and Events 
October ECW Meeting is Sunday October 14th  9:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall 

Save the Date-”Horses for Hope 2019”- Saturday June 8, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. Highland Country Club 

 
An Interview... 
 
People who sing together create bonds—with one another, with the congregation, and with God, said Jennifer.  
 
“Music can create not only beauty and harmony but also can be a way for people to participate and engage in wor-
ship profoundly. I am sure that music heals people who suffer and is one of the best ways to gain closeness with 
God.” 
 
Jennifer’s own faith guides her vocation: “After I realized that God gave me the gift of musical talent, I decided that 
I want to use my calling to glorify God and praise his name.”   
 
When she faces struggles, she turns to scripture, especially Job 23:10: But he knows the way that I take; when he 
has tested me, I will come forth as gold.  
 
“I believe in God’s will, and pray to God every day: ‘God, if you want to use my life, I would like to let you know 
that I am willing to do whatever you want.’” 
 
In addition to her studies, Jennifer is also teaching courses at CCM and is an assistant conductor for the May Festi-
val. Combined with her ministry at St. Andrew’s, she has little time for some of her other favorite pastimes of 
shopping, watching romantic comedies, practicing yoga, and cooking. But she has no complaints.  
 
“I am so happy because everything I do is what I love,” she said. “As music director, I want to inspire people by 
making beautiful music. I want to give everyone voice, young and old, experienced or not…I want God to use me 
as a messenger to heal and serve.” 
 
In her few weeks at St. Andrew’s, she has found the congregation warm and welcoming, and the choirs ready and 
willing to try new approaches to rehearsals and to singing. And she invites others to join the choirs. “If you want 
to sing, if you want to join us, please come and talk with me anytime,” Jennifer said. “It doesn’t matter so much 
whether someone is an excellent singer or has studied music seriously. The most important thing is the desire, the 
mindset to sing praise the Lord. Together, we will make beautiful, amazing music.” 

(Continued from page 1) 


