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“The earth has brought forth her increase; may God, our own God,  

give us his blessing. May God give us his blessing, 
    and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.”  Psalm 66:6-7 

 
 

Dear People of God, 
 
In the summer before my fifth grade year, my parents decided to buy a new home.  It was on the opposite 
side of the country village where we lived.  It meant I could ride my bike to school, since I now would not 
have to cross the state highway that divided our town.  I was excited about this.  What I was less excited 
about was the work that went into preparing the house for occupancy.  Painting rooms, fixing leaking 
pipes, cleaning and more cleaning.  One of the more peculiar and memorable moments in all of this was 
when my dad and I planted a Boxwood hedgerow on the back property line.  I did not see what my  
father’s intent was in planting this. All I saw was one more obstacle in riding my bike around the yard. 
 
As the years went by, and the hedgerow grew, it began to provide a little place of solitude in our family’s 
backyard. Although only about waist high by the time I graduated high school, I finally began to realize 
why my dad invested the labor in planting this so many years before.  “I planted, another watered, but 
God gave the increase.”  Paul’s words to the Corinthian people on how faith can grow if we plant the 
seeds. 
 
My parents no longer live in the home, but the hedgerow is at least ten feet tall and providing space for a 
private garden for its owners.  As I have grown, I hope I have learned the lesson my father tried to teach 
me. “Important things take time to grow, and they can only grow if we plant the seeds in the hope others 
will come along to help give growth to what we started.”   
 
The mission and ministry of St. Andrew’s Church is a gift we have been given from God.  It was handed 
down from those who came before us who each did their part.  It is our time to plant in hopes that one day 
others will come and tend to what we have planted here.  Please join me today.  Plant those seeds by 
giving generously to St. Andrew’s in 2018. 
 
Enclosed in this mailing is a pledge card for 2018 to indicate your giving level for the coming year. It is a 
way you can plant seeds that will continue to yield, year after year. 
 
Complete the pledge card and return it in the enclosed, stamped envelope by October 13th.  A timely 
return will help the church staff and leadership prepare the budget and ministry expectations for 2018.   
 
Blessings, 
 

Fr. Jeff Queen 
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to Him 
from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Amen.   
Ephesians 3:20 


