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“Holding the hands of his friends he had brought to church, 
The young man proudly announced, I’ve got my two!” 

 
During the end of his episcopacy, the Rt. Rev’d Herbert Thompson, Jr.,  
announced to the Episcopal Church in Southern Ohio that he had a dream.  His 
dream, to double the size of the Diocese in five years.  This was an audacious 

and a frightening vision for your average Episcopalian, who might consider evangelism to be  
something other churches did.  But this was his dream, and Bishop Herb had a way of making dreams 
and visions become reality.   
 
Some enthusiastic clergy and lay people began to share this vision throughout the Diocese.  One such 
priest was the Rector, at the time, of Church of the Redeemer in Hyde Park.  In a sermon one Sunday, he 
laid out his idea of how to double the size of the diocese in five years.  It was a fairly simple plan  
actually.  Every Episcopalian invite and bring two people to church, and through a series of catechism 
classes help shepherd these people through the membership process in their respective churches.  Not 
very difficult if you think about it.  
 
The next Sunday, as the priest was walking outside the church before the service, one of the youth of the 
church approached with a broad smile on his face.  As he walked past the Rector holding the hands of his 
friends he had brought to church, the young man proudly announced, “I’ve got my two!”  
 
Doubling the size of the Diocese in five years, that might seem an impossibility.  Doubling the size of St. 
Andrew’s Church in five years, that might seem daunting.  Bringing two people into the church in the next 
five years and sharing with them the love of Jesus Christ that each of us know ourselves,  that’s just doing 
our part as disciples of Jesus and members of a local parish church. 
 
We can all do our part, whether we are rich or poor, young or old, man or woman, new to St. Andrew’s or 
baptized in the parish from our infancy. We all can do our part. 
 
The annual stewardship campaign is an easy way to do our part for St. Andrew’s.  Every gift counts.  Your 
pledge to St. Andrew’s provides the resources for our first class music and Christian formation programs.  
It provides for St. Andrew’s to be a house of prayer in the middle of Ft. Thomas. 
 
It takes each of us doing our part for this parish church to be successful and to thrive. 
 
Please do your part today.  Enclosed in this mailing is both a pledge card for 2017 to indicate your giving 
level for the coming year, and a talent survey to help share where and how you’d like to get  
involved in the ministry of the Church in the coming year. 
 
Please complete the pledge card and talent survey and return them in the enclosed, stamped enve-
lope by October 15th.  A timely return will help the church staff and leadership prepare the budget and 
ministry expectations for 2017.   
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to Him 
from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Amen.   
Ephesians 3:20 


